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STANDING AT A CROSSROADS 

I have been pondering the parallel between the situation in 

which the world finds itself as it deals with the SARS-COVID-

19 epidemic and the people Israel wandering in the desert af-

ter their flight from Egypt. 

According to Exodus, Deuteronomy and, Joshua (in the He-

brew Scriptures), the descendants of Jacob really struggled 

with the hardships of the harsh Sinai desert and the pain asso-

ciated with nation-building. Often, the people cried out for a 

return to the old norms – to the “security” of knowing who they 

were and the relative safety of slavery in Egypt. They wanted 

to get “back to normal.” 

And that is the cry of many, if not most of us, as we grapple 

with the changes in our lives as a result of SARS-COVID-19. 

We are impatient to get “back to normal.” 

Instead, I suggest, we might be choosing to look forward to a 

“new normal” – to a normal in which all that we have learned 

during the pandemic about how to create community, build a 

robust economy, care for those who are struggling and sick, 

and live meaningfully  has become normative in the way we 

live our lives, as individuals, as a community of faith and care, 

and as a society. 

We have a choice, much the same as that articulated by Josh-

ua (ch. 24:14 ff) – “… choose this day whom you will serve, 

whether the gods your ancestors served in the region beyond 

the River [Egypt], or the gods of the Amorites in whose land 

you are [now] living; but as for me and my household, we will 

serve the Lord.” (Joshua 24:15, KJV) In our day, the choice, 

as it was for the people Israel, is between looking backwards 

or forwards, between longing for the “known” or being willing 

to trust that which is calling (or propelling) us forward into a 

new thing. 

And it seems to me that really trusting the path forward to 

which God is calling us and walking with us toward, is the way 

to be who we are intended to be - as individuals, as families, 

as a community of faith and care, and as a nation. 

John Carr 
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Quote of the Month 

"For I know well the 

plans I have in mind for 

you,” says the Lord, 

“plans for your welfare, 

not your woe!" 

- Jeremiah 29:11  
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"God speaks in the silence of the heart. Lis-
tening is the beginning of prayer."  

Mother Teresa  

"We [need to be] aware of our temptations 
and fears, the consolations and lights given 
to us by God, and the various movements 
that happen within us?" 

St. Ignatius Loyola  

"Happiness is when what you think, what 
you say, and what you do are in harmony." 

Mahatma Gandhi  

"Wisdom is your perspective on life, your 
sense of balance, your understanding of how 
the various parts and principles apply and 
relate to each other. It embraces judgment, 
discernment, comprehension. It is a gestalt 
or oneness, and integrated wholeness." 

Stephen R. Covey  

"Find something you're passionate about 
and keep tremendously interested in it." 

Julia Child  

"Find something that you're really interested 
in doing in your life. Pursue it, set goals and 
commit yourself to excellence." 

Chris Evert  

"I am a huge believer in giving back and 
helping out in the community and the world. 
Think globally, act locally I suppose. I believe 
that the measure of a person's life is the ef-
fect they have on others." 

Steve Nash 

"Through discernment, we recognize the 
good and find peace in the decisions we 
make, progressing ourselves to the future 
that awaits us." 

Christina Schneider 

"Pursue some path, however narrow and 
crooked, in which you can walk with love and 
reverence." 

Henry David Thoreau 

"To the preacher who kept saying, 'We must 
put God in our lives,' the Master said, 'God is 

already there. Our business is to recognize 
this.'" 

Anthony de Mello, S.J.  

"Faith gives substance to our hopes, and 
makes us certain of realities we do not see." 

Hebrews 11:1 

"Compassionate action emerges from the 
sense of openness, connectedness, and dis-
cernment you have created." 

Joan Halifax 

"We should not fret for what is the past, nor 
should we be anxious about the future; men 
of discernment deal only with the present 
moment." 

Chanakya 

"Our only desire and our one choice should 
be this: I want and I choose what better 
leads to God's deepening life in me." 

St. Ignatius Loyola  

 

Source: JesuitResource.org  
Click here 

 

ABOUT MAKING CHOICES 

https://www.xavier.edu/jesuitresource/online-resources/quote-archive1/discernment-quotes
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FROM OUR INTERIM MODERATOR: 
Reflecting on Discernment 

Where are we going? That is a question which is 

often asked during a period of pulpit vacan-

cy. Usually, people think of this as being about the 

direction of the congregation, its future, its ministry, 

its goals and purpose – its mission. All of these are 

important, and usually a significant part of the 

search process. 

As I understand it, Dayspring PC has spent much 

time and effort over the past few years asking these 

very questions. The results guided the Search com-

mittee in developing the Congregational profile, and 

the questions to be asked of candidates. 

Some people, in trying to imagine the future, cast 

their minds back to the past – previous ministers 

whom they liked, perhaps from various congrega-

tions that they were part of.   

As the poem on discernment next to this column 

says, “Memory shapes identity and expecta-

tion.”  Memory is important, and valuable, but identi-

ty is even more crucial, and this arises principally 

from our identity in God. We are God’s beloved, we 

are God’s church, we are God’s means by which 

God’s mission is carried out. 

The “Discernment” poem also says: “The body 

holds wisdom.” That is certainly true when we are 

thinking of ourselves as individuals, but it equally 

holds true as corporate bodies – as a congrega-

tion. Ask yourselves, how does this body called 

Dayspring Presbyterian Church “hold wisdom” and 

how do we share this during this discernment pro-

cess called Seeking A Minister? 

Listening to each other, as the Holy Spirit speaks to 

us, as well as to one’s own heart, is a key ele-

ment. Listen carefully, and deeply. The question 

that you ask might be: Can this person (candidate) 

faithfully, effectively, and enthusiastically help us 

achieve the goals and objectives that we under-

stand embody our purpose as a congregation? 

Praying for all of us who are involved in this ongoing 

discernment, 

I remain yours faithfully, 

Rev. William Ball, Interim Moderator 

DISCERNMENT 

Discernment is the prayerful 
search for God’s call, 

the ability to recognize God’s desires. 
God’s call is open, 

relational, dynamic. 
Pray for interior freedom and 

guidance in framing the question. 
Memory shapes identity and expecta-

tion. 

Intuition offers immediate knowing. 
The body holds wisdom. 

Imagination helps one test 
scenarios and possibilities. 

Reason finds and weighs data. 
Affections allow one to feel and in-

spire action. 
Meeting God in nature brings humility. 

Persons of discernment 
become increasingly attuned 

to God’s grace and companionship 
.Source: 

https://www.samuelrahberg.com/readers-
poem-the-way-of-discernment/ 

God, my Wisdom, 
my Thought, my Insight 
Your Word to me 
is like a floodlight. 

For it illuminates, 
the darkness of the day 
shedding the Light of Hope 
upon the narrow way. 

God, my Wisdom, 
my Rational, My Clarity 
Your Spirit guides me 
to live a life of purity. 

For He gives discernment, 
truth and understanding 
leading me on the road 
to life that is everlasting. 

God, My Wisdom, 
my Intellect, my Intel 
You give me the data 
on which I need to dwell! 

Source: 
https://poetrybydeborahann.wordpress.com/

tag/discernment/ 

https://www.samuelrahberg.com/readers-poem-the-way-of-discernment/
https://www.samuelrahberg.com/readers-poem-the-way-of-discernment/
https://poetrybydeborahann.wordpress.com/tag/discernment/
https://poetrybydeborahann.wordpress.com/tag/discernment/
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Contact Us 
Dayspring Presbyterian Church 

11445-40 Ave 

Edmonton, AB, CAN, T5J0R4 

Admin@DayspringChurch.ca 

780-435-3111 

Visit us on the web at 

www.DayspringChurch.ca 

DayBook Editors: 

Marilyn & John Carr 
DayBook@DayspringChurch.ca 

DayBook Deadlines 

3rd Sunday of September, October 

and June 

2nd Sunday of November, December, 

January, February, March, April, 

and May 

ASKING QUESTIONS vs. MAKING NEW YEAR 

RESOLUTIONS 

It is difficult for us to know where we want to go unless 

we start by asking the “right questions!” 

Like … 

Where am I now? 

How did I get here? 

What is likely to happen around me in the immediate and 

long distance future? 

And what about other people I care about? 

• Family members? 

• My friends? 

• My church family? 

• The people in my neighbourhood, my city, province, 

country, the rest of the world? 

How do I make decisions that will be in the best interests 

of all of the human community of which I am a member in 

one way or another? 

And what do you think God wants you to do in the com-

ing year - maybe NOT what you think you would like to 

accomplish! 

Hopefully, the material shared on the first three pages of 

this issue of the DayBook will help you with that! 

J&M 

MINISTER 

Position Vacant 

CHURCH STAFF 

Church School Coordinator: Lynn 

Vaughan 

Youth Coordinator: Fionna McCrostie 

Music Director 

 Binaifer (Binu) Kapadia, B.Mus. 

Alternate Pianist 

Darolyn McCrostie, B.Mus., P.D.A.D. 

(Education) 

 Administrative Assistant: Linda 

Custodian: Jim 

SESSION 

Interim Moderator: William Ball 

Session Clerk: Gina Kottke 

Deputy Clerk: Iris Routledge 

Roll Clerk: Darlene Eerkes 

Other Elders 

 
Bill Davis 

Jane de Caen 

Peter Eerkes 

Sam Malayang 

Jan Ray Moncada 

Nick Nation 

Heather Tansem 

 

http://www.dayspringchurch.ca

