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QUOTE OF THE  
MONTH 

At this Christmas when 
Christ comes, will He 

find a warm heart? Mark 
the season of Advent 
by loving and serving 

others with God’s own 
love and concern. 

- Mother Teresa, 
Love: A Fruit Always 

in Season 

In This Issue 

• Advent to Action 

• Zechariah 

• The shepherds 

• Q&A with Brad 

• Elizabeth 

• The magi 

• What does all this 

mean? 

ADVENT TO ACTION 

The following editorial is adapted from one which appeared  in 
the 07 November 2022 issue of the Alban Weekly, published 
by Alban at Duke Divinity School, Durham, NC, USA. The 
original article was addressed to ministers as they prepare for 
Advent worship. However, it also has some things to say for 
us who are worshipper in the pews. So this issue is intended 
to get you thinking about Advent in a way that may be differ-
ent than usual. Here is the adapted article. 

As you snack on the leftover Halloween candy in your house, 
Advent is right around the corner. It starts November 27, to be 
exact. 

This fact may be a source of stress for some ministers [and 
church members]. If the liturgical plans are not already in 
place, [we] now realize how much [we] need to do in a short 
amount of time … . [Perhaps we are more focused on Christ-
mas shopping than on Advent]. 

[Sometimes, if we think about it at all, we just think of] Advent 
as a historical event instead of [as] a call to faithful action. We 
[focus on] the good news that Israel’s Messiah has come 
[rather than thinking about] what that means for the present 
reality. Where is the hope, peace, love and joy now? 

Given what is happening on the local, national, and global 
stage, what if we approached this Advent by intentionally con-
necting the good news of Israel’s long-awaited Messiah to the 
current crises and conflicts that confront our congregation…, 
communities, and individual members? 

• What does hope look like when it feels like cynicism has 
taken control of the public discourse? 

• How can we embrace peace without becoming passive in 
the face of injustice? 

• How do we embody love as political extremism and Chris-
tian nationalism accelerate racial and cultural division? 

• Why is the gift of joy a necessity for all rather than a luxu-
ry, and how can Christians be ambassadors of joy? 

Source: https://alban.org/2022/11/07/from-advent-to-action/ 

In this issue, Marilyn & John (co-editors) present the stories of 
4 individuals/groups that were directly impacted by the birth of 
Jesus. Their sources include Harper’s Bible Dictionary; Light 
of the World by Amy-Jill Levine; and Wikipedia. 
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ADVENT NEWS 

The Advent Season this year begins on No-
vember 27.  On the Christian calendar, it is 
the preparatory period before Christmas, in-
cluding the four Sundays preceding it. 

As preparation for Advent, the editors have 
written four articles about people who played 
a significant role in the nativity narrative of 
Jesus Christ.  Some of them are not often 
highlighted and so we are  providing infor-
mation that will fill in the knowledge gap 
about their role in Jesus’ birth narratives and, 
perhaps, be a stimulus to Advent action. 

ZECHARIAH (by 
John C) [Zechariah, 
sometimes spelled 
Zachariah) is pro-
nounced Zak – a -rye 
– ah] 

According to the Gospel of Luke, during the 
reign of King Herod, there was a priest 
named Zechariah, whose wife, Elizabeth, 
was of the priestly family of Aaron. The evan-
gelist states that both of the marriage part-
ners were righteous before God and were 
"blameless" in observing the commandments 
and ordinances of the Lord. At the beginning 
of the events related in Luke, their marriage 
was childless, because Elizabeth was 
"barren", and they were both "well advanced 
in years." (Luke 1:5–7) 

The Gospel of Luke states that while Zecha-
riah was ministering at the altar of incense, 
an angel of the Lord appeared and an-
nounced to him that his wife would give birth 
to a son, whom he was to name John, and 
that this son would be the forerunner of the 
Lord. (Luke 1:12–17) 

Citing their advanced age, Zechariah asked 
with disbelief for a sign whereby he would 
know the truth of this prophecy. In reply, the 
angel said: “My name is Gabriel and I have 
been sent especially by God to make this an-
nouncement. Gabriel added that, because of 
Zechariah's doubt, he would be struck dumb 
and "not able to speak, until the day that 
these things shall be performed." Conse-
quently, when he went out to the waiting wor-
shippers in the temple's outer courts, he was 

unable to speak the customary blessing 
(Luke 1:18–22). 

ELIZABETH (by Mari-
lyn C) Elizabeth 
 [sometimes spelled 
Elisabeth] was the 
wife of Zechariah, the 
mother of John the 
Baptist and a kins-
woman (traditionally 

understood as cousin) to Mary.  She was 
well placed in the community, came from a 
long line of priests, and enjoyed high social 
status.  Despite all these advantages, she 
had a misfortune in her life: she was barren.  
She prayed for a child and yet she and her 
husband remained without a child.  

One day, her husband brought her the sur-
prising news that he had received while in 
the Temple. They would be parents.  Eliza-
beth had a five-month period of seclusion 
and then experienced the comfort of becom-
ing a mother at the same time as Mary. It 
was a miraculous event for both Mary and 
Elizabeth when they gave birth to sons 
named John and Jesus. As it turned out, 
both sons would have special missions and 
early deaths. 

THE SHEPHERDS (by 
Marilyn C) 

Shepherds have been 
described as the back-
bone of the economy 
of Palestine.  The 
sheep they tended pro-
vided people with 
meat, milk, fat, wool, 

skins, and horns. For the shepherds, caring 
for the sheep was a full-time occupation and 
demanded all their attention. It was a de-
manding job throughout the day to monitor 
the flock before they strayed or became de-
fenseless prey to wild animals. Then, at 
night, the shepherds would lead them to their 
shelter.  Yet, as important as they were for 
the community they were often away in the 
fields and removed from the larger communi-
ty. 

(continued on page 3) 
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FROM OUR MINISTER: Q&A with Brad 

Q: What led you to ordination in the Presbyterian 
Church in Canada? 

A: This is a long story, for sure. So let me just take it 
from the middle instead of the start. 

I was a little lost, not fitting in exactly with the de-
nomination I was studying with. I had done a BA in 
Religion and Theology at Taylor U here in Edmon-
ton and was also working on an MDiv. Though the 
North American Baptist denomination has a fairly 
reformed Baptist leaning, it was clear to me that I 
probably belonged in a different place. 

At the time, I was reading a book called The Com-
plete Guide to Christian Denominations and mark-
ing all of the places where I might fit. My work at 
that time was in the library part-time and also as the 
youth director at Millwoods Community Church 
(Moravian). While interested in the formality and 
structure of Moravian worship, I was also interested 
in the recent Church Plant that Tracy and I had 
been attending (now a part of Greenfield Baptist). 

Although there is a lot more to say here, I will keep 
it simple. I asked the ministers of those two church-
es to explain to me the reasoning behind the liturgy. 
And it struck me that the Moravian church had deep 
meaning behind everything from the shape of the 
building to the number of hymns, but at the same 
time, it appeared to be lost on most people. What's 
more, it appeared to me to be wholly focused on 
God, as in vertical worship. 

The opposite was true at the other congregation. 
Everything in the service there seems horizontal in 
nature, about how we live as Christians day to day.  

The Moravian structure I loved but found lacking. 
The same was true in the church plant. 

With that, I started searching for a denomination 
that blended the vertical and horizontal nature of 
worship. Dayspring, in particular, with its more re-
laxed and meditative feel, filled that gap for me and 
the rest, shall we say, is history. I 
fell in love with certain portions of 
reformed theology and also with 
the system of church govern-
ment, which I found equally pro-
tected everyone.  

Now, if you are interested in the 
details, that is a much better sto-
ry to tell. So please feel free to 
ask!                                        

Brad  

THE SHEPHERDS (cont. from page 2) 

This group was not forgotten when it 
was time for the official announcement 
of Jesus’ birth.  They were the first to 
hear the word from the angel: “Don’t 
be afraid.  I’m here to announce a 
great and joyful event that is meant for 
everybody worldwide.” (Luke 2: 8-12 
from The Message) In spite of their 
fear, and recognizing the importance of 
the message, some of them set off to 
spread the nativity news. 

THE MAGI: (by 
John C) [“Magi” is 
pronounced 

Maj – eye] 

Traditional nativity 
scenes depict 

three "Wise Men" visiting the infant Je-
sus on the night of his birth, in a man-
ger accompanied by the shepherds 
and angels, but this is an artistic con-
vention. It allows the two separate 
scenes of the Adoration of the Shep-
herds on the birth night and the later 
Adoration of the Magi to be combined 
for convenience. 

The single biblical account in Matthew 
2 simply presents an event at an un-
specified point after Christ's birth in 
which an unnumbered party of un-
named "wise men" visits him in a 
house, not a stable. 

The text specifies no interval between 
the birth and the visit, and artistic de-
pictions and the closeness of the tradi-
tional dates of December 25 and Janu-
ary 6 (the day of the Wise Men’s visit) 
encourage the popular assumption that 
the visit took place the same winter as 
Jesus’ birth. Later traditions varied, 
with the visit taken as occurring up to 
two winters later. This interval explains 
Herod's command at Matthew 2:16–18 
that the Massacre of the Innocents in-
cluded boys up to two years old. More 
recent commentators suggest a variety 
of intervals. 

(continued on page 4) 
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Contact Us: 

Dayspring Presbyterian 
Church 
11445-40 Ave 

Edmonton, AB, CAN, T5J0R4 

Admin@DayspringChurch.ca 

780-435-3111 

Visit us on the web at 
www.DayspringChurch.ca 

DayBook Editors 

Marilyn & John Carr 
DayBook @DayspringChurch.ca 

DayBook Deadline 
3rd Sunday of the month 

THE MAGI (continued from page 3) 

The Magi are also mentioned in reference to their avoidance 
of Herod after seeing Jesus and in reference to what Herod 
had learned from their earlier meeting. The star which they 
followed has traditionally become known as the Star of Beth-
lehem. 

The term “Magi” refers to the Persian priestly caste of Zoro-
astrianism (a Middle Eastern religion that emerged sometime 
during the millennium preceding Jesus’ birth). As part of their 
religion, these priests paid particular attention to the stars 
and gained an international reputation for astrology, which 
was at that time highly regarded as a science. Their religious 
practices and use of astrology caused derivatives of the term 
Magi to be applied to the occult in general and led to the 
English term magic which, originally, was not used pejora-
tively or as a way of “discounting” the “occult.” 

SO WHAT DOES ALL THIS MEAN? 

Humans, since human life began, have struggled with how to 
make sense of what was happening in their lives. The under-
standings that emerged were articulated as what we now (in 
a world informed by science) call “mythology” or “magic.” 
Calling something “mythology” or “magic” does not invalidate 
it. Rather, mythology and magic were the “science” of those 
ancient days. 

What does science attempt to do? It attempts to understand 
the mystery of what is going on in our world: in the physical 
world, in animal and human populations, and in individual 
human lives. It seeks “understanding” and “meaning.” That is 
still the quest of 21st century faithful Christians. 
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