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Faith expresses itself 

in action. For this rea-

son, James speaks of 

action as the evi-

dence of a faith that 

already exists. 

- James 2: 17-18  
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Cherry Surprise 

WHAT ARE WE WAITING FOR? 

During Advent (November 27 through December 18, that is, 

the 4 weeks leading upt to Christmas), the editors have been 

participating in an ecumenical conversation that has involved 

between 300 and 400 Canadian Christians - most of them An-

glican, Lutheran, Presbyterian, and United. Those conversa-

tions were led by the leaders of those 4 denominations. 

As you can see, three of the leaders are women. Does that 

surprise you? 

You probably can’t tell, but one of the 4 is indigenous. - Car-

men Landsdowne, the UCC General Conference Moderator. 

You definitely won’t be able to tell that one of the four is “out” 

as a gay person - Bob Faris, the PCC General Assembly 

Moderator. 

In their conversation with each other, and then in conversa-

tion with those who “tuned in” for the second podcast of each 

week, the church leaders talked abut the themes of Advent. 

Hope: Signs of the times: 

Peace: Finding the good path 

Joy: God’s love includes everyone 

Love: The cost of discipleship 

For detailed information, click on the following link. 

https://presbyterian.ca/2022/11/08/ecumenical-advent/

#supplementary 
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What on earth is a “Pickup Pageant?” you 
ask. 

Or maybe you don’t. 

You likely won’t if you were present (in the 
sanctuary or online) for Dayspring’s annual 
Christmas pageant. 

As people came into the church building, they 
had the opportunity to select a costume. 

Then, as the pageant proceeded and when 
their character was referred to, they did what-
ever their character would do, given the dia-
log among those who had speaking parts. 

Now - this was not a normative characteristic 
of Presbyterian worship. 

However, as you can see from the “mob-
scene image” below a great time was had by 
all. 

But the theme of the pageant wasn’t about 
“fun” - at least not about “fun” in the normal 
sense of that word. 

It was about “exclusion.” 

It was about how God was present in a hos-
tel that was, at first, a quite hostile environ-
ment. 

God-present-in-a-baby was initially shut out 
of the hostel (we mostly think of it as an 
“inn”). Jesus ended up being born in a 
“manger” in a shed “round the back door” - in 

a crude wooden device in which the shep-
herds placed hay for the sheep to eat. The 
manger was a feeding trough. 

As the pageant unfolded, we become in-
volved in the narrative we have heard over 
and over again—about how ordinary and ex-
traordinary people came to see and marvel at 
this miraculous event. 

The back door became the point of entry for 
many, regardless of who they were. 

Here’s the concluding line from the “mouth” 
of the pageant’s “innkeeper.” 

Well, I’ll be darned. Into this cruel world, God 
sent something so small and precious. God 
must love the smallest of the small. … Well 
now, if God comes round the back door, 
maybe that means I should make my back 
door the door for everyone. 

Hopefully, Dayspring will continue to make all 
of our “doors” doors for everyone. 

The pageant was crafted by Linnea Good, 
Bari Castle, and Gary Paterson for Ryerson 
United Church, Vancouver (now Pacific Spirit 
UC). See the following link for other “pickup 
pageant” scripts. 

https://www.linneagood.com/pageants--plays 

CHRISTMAS ROUND THE BACK DOOR: A PICKUP PAGEANT 

https://www.linneagood.com/pageants--plays
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Q & A for our Minister 
Brad was ill as the deadline for this column 
“descended” upon us, so this is John Carr 
tacklng the question of the month. 

Q: How do we understand the “virgin” 
birth of Jesus? 

A: The idea of a “virgin birth” really doesn’t 
make any sense to us, does it? We have 
known for several generations how concep-
tion occurs - something that the people of 
Jesus time just did not know. In fact, they 
actually misunderstood how conception oc-
curred - and that how the “virgin” birth story 
developed. 

People of Jesus’ time thought that the man 
“planted a seed” in the woman’s uterus and 
that her role was simply to nurture the seed 
until it emerged from her uterus as a baby.  

So Jesus’ first-century followers believed 
that God had planted the “seed” in Mary’s 
womb. That belief persisted up until the 
1870s when scientists finally figured out how 
conception actually occurs. The misunder-
standing is implicit, sometimes explicit, in all 
of the creeds prior to the 20th century. 

Keep in mind that the 1870s were part of the 
“Victorian era” - known for its prim and prop-
er conservative moral values. That impacted 
how the theologians and churches re-
interpreted beliefs about Mary’s virginity. It 
reinforced the idea that a human male could 
not possibly have participated in Jesus’ con-
ception. 

So what does the Bible actually say. In the 
NRSV there are two passages in Luke’s 
Gospel that are relevant.“… the angel 
[Gabriel] said to [Mary] ‘Do not be afraid … 
for you have found favour with God … and 
now you will conceive in your womb and 
bear a son …’” (Luke1: 30-31) Joseph “went 
… to the city called Bethlehem … to be reg-
istered with Mary to whom he was engaged 
and who was expecting a child.” (Luke 2:4-
5) 

There is much more that can be said - but 
that’s a start. Let me know if you want to dis-
cuss this further.                                    John 

CHRISTMAS CHARITY: 
A Reflection 

In North America, the word "charity" has 
acquired the connotation "handout." 

This is the result of well-intentioned and 
faith-motivated people offering support for 
persons experiencing a need but doing so 
out of a hierarchical model for care provi-
sion. 

I sometimes wonder how the people we 
Dayspringers try to help (as a congrega-
tion or as individuals) feel about being 
"charity cases?” 

That is especially an issue at Christmas 
time when there is a lot of giving and re-
ceiving. 

Another way of thinking about charity is as 
an effort to “colonize” the care receiver. 
That is certainly how Canadians treated 
Canada’s indigenous peoples. 

So, what do we need to do in order to ex-
ercise "care" without colonizing the care 
receiver? Something to ponder. 

By the way, this reflection was prompted, 
in part as I watched a movie entitled The 
Christmas Choir.  It’s well worth watch-
ing. You can do so on YouTube at the fol-
lowing link. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=UPENk9mNBNA 

In the movie, an accountant starts a choir 
of homeless men - thinking to help them 
make a bit of money and improve them-
selves. 

Along the way, the accountant discovers 
that he has been helped far more than he 
has helped the choir members and the 
nun who ran the shelter where the men 
hung out. 

So - what are you doing to help others? 

And how does dong so help you. 

John Carr 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UPENk9mNBNA
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Contact Us 

Dayspring Presbyterian 
Church 

11445-40 Ave 

Edmonton, AB, CAN, T5J0R4 

Admin@DayspringChurch.ca 

780-435-3111 

Visit us on the web at 
www.DayspringChurch.ca 

DayBook Editors 

Marilyn & John Carr 

DayBook @DayspringChurch.ca 

DayBook Deadlines 

3rd Sunday of the month 

FAVOURITE RECIPES 

This is a treat that I make once a year. 

 

 

 

 

 

CHERRY SURPRISES 

1/2 C soft butter 
1 tbs. milk 

1-1/2 C coconut 
1-1/2 C icing sugar 

1 tsp. vanilla 

Mix the above ingredients.  Chill for ten minutes. 

Drain and dry about 36 glace cherries. 

Mold about a good sized teaspoon of mixture around each 
cherry. Roll in balls.  

Cover in Graham Cracker crumbs. If looking for gluten-free, 
try corn flake crumbs or icing sugar. 

Chill and enjoy.             Marilyn Carr   
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